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Preface

Disruption in international exchange and mobility among institutions due to the COVID-
19 pandemic has suddenly changed the landscape of our global engagement. Over the
past two years, higher education institutions around the world, have made it their top
priority to search for every measure to secure the safety of all institutional members
through exchange of information among colleagues internally, nationally, and
internationally. We, at Osaka University, have also discussed how to maintain the
opportunities for international exchange and collaboration for all students and researchers
with our partner institutions on several occasions. This has been the first step to seek the

new normal for global engagement under unexpected obstacles and uncertainty.

Despite such circumstances, we were able to organize the Osaka University Partner
Summit on 30 April 2021, thanks to the great contributions by our partner institutions. It
was an opportunity to review the collaborative initiatives we had been taking together. In
this COVID-19 situation, our partner institutions kindly shared their experiences and
thoughts they had, their effort to tackle challenges during the pandemic, and showed their
ability and potential to open up new avenues for responding to the “new normal.” We
shared reaffirmation of the important role of universities in society and consequently
agreed on the future direction of our partnership and joint actions we will take for
international education and collaborative research, all of which are contributing towards

the advancement of scholarship and sustainable development of our society.

Osaka University places its core values for collaboration on “life,” as all lives on the
planet and the planet itself are now on the verge of a crisis in every aspect, due to natural
or man-made disasters. We all gather under the concept of protecting, nurturing, and
connecting life through science and technology along with the wisdom of the humanities
and social sciences, and promote joint projects and initiatives among partners and other
stakeholders. With our partner institutions, we will develop three thematic areas: health,
well-being, and sustainability. These areas are also strongly connected to the theme of the
2025 World Exposition in Osaka, Kansai, Japan, “Designing Future Society for Our
Lives,” as well as current and upcoming projects, which all correspond to the SDGs. I
believe the World Expo 2025 will be a milestone for us to demonstrate and share an
illustration of a future society we envision with the outcomes of the collaboration and

further development of research.



“Collaboration” now holds much more meaning than when it did before the pandemic.
Drawing the roadmap for our joint actions, I am fully committed to taking those steps to
work with our partner institutions with great contributions by the members of the
participating institutions. Therefore, I would very much appreciate your continued

support in our endeavors towards a peaceful and sustainable society.

KAWAHARA Genta
Executive Vice President

Osaka University
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Opening Remarks BE&ERE

Dr. NISHIO Shojiro
President, Osaka University

KRR F#e R THREIRER

As President of Osaka University, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our
distinguished guests, students, colleagues, and all the participants.

This partner summit is held in celebration of Osaka University’s 90th anniversary and the
100th anniversary of Osaka University of Foreign Studies. It aims to identify the role of

universities in society and to share our vision for the future.

It was my hope to hold this summit in person and meet with leaders from some of the
most respected institutions in the world with which we have cultivated close and strategic
partnerships. But the current situation prevents us from doing so. Still, I am grateful that

we can hold this event online.

The theme of today’s summit is “The Role of Universities in Facing Societal Challenges
and Recovering from COVID-19.” I will briefly speak about our thinking behind the
theme.

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted much of our transnational mobility. Yet, it
reminds us how interconnected and interdependent we are. Challenges of our time such
as infectious diseases, as well as social and environmental challenges require both global
and local interventions. As we face these pressing issues, the expectations for higher
education institutions to envision and bring solutions, are rising. This commemorative
summit gives us an opportunity to discuss how universities can contribute to addressing
social challenges, including the current pandemic, and achieve the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals or SDGs with our partner universities. As a result of the discussions
over the past half year, Osaka University and our partner universities have finalized a
Joint Statement that I will share today. I am very grateful to the signatories (of the
statement) for their critical inputs and contributions: President Mahaisavariya from
Mabhidol University, President Lin from Shanghai Jiao Tong University, President Ono
from the University of British Columbia, Chancellor Gary May from University of

California, Davis, President Michael Spence from University College London and
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President De Vries from University of Groningen. You will meet them and hear their
messages later. I also wish to thank all the vice presidents from our partner universities

for their support and spirit of collaboration.

Today, research chairs and student representatives will share their visions of how such
global cooperation can contribute to addressing societal issues. I look forward to learning

of their achievements, ideas, and aspirations.

Finally, this summit will be the first step to the 2025 World Exposition in Osaka, Kansai,
Japan. We hope to show what university partnership can do and share the results of our
joint efforts with wider audiences and global society through the Expo. We are joined by
Vice Secretary General Mori from the Japan Association for the 2025 World Exposition.

Thank you so much for coming.

I hope this summit provides everyone with an opportunity to think of how we may pave
the way toward the future. Now, it is a great pleasure for me to officially commence the
Osaka University Partner Summit.

Everyone, thank you for coming.




Greeting ZHRE

Mr. MORI Kiyoshi

Vice Secretary General, Japan Association for the 2025 World Exposition
AMMHEA 2025 F A AERERERS RERIEHRE

Greetings, everyone. My name is Kiyoshi MORI. I am grateful to have the opportunity
to speak with university members from around the world and participate in today’s Osaka
University Partner Summit.

As you may know, the 2025 World Exposition will be held in Osaka, Kansai, Japan.
‘Kansai’ is the name of the region of Japan that includes Osaka, Kyoto, and several other
prefectures. The World Expo holds a special place in the hearts of Kansai’s people. The
first World Expo ever to be held in Asia was hosted by Osaka back in 1970. Osaka became
the focus of the world’s attention, and the event was a rousing success. Although the
pandemic has restricted international travel for the time being, we expect a great number
of people from all over the world to visit Osaka for the 2025 Expo. We will gladly
welcome the members of Osaka University and everyone joining us from overseas for
today’s summit to the Expo. We would also value your active engagement in the process

of preparing for the Expo.

The theme of Expo 2025 is Designing Future Society for Our Lives. “Society for Our
Lives” describes a society where we can realize that everyone’s life is vital, beautiful, and
respectable. This can be achieved by leaving no one behind, because life is wonderful.
The theme of today’s summit is The Role of Universities in Facing Societal Challenges
and Recovering from COVID-19. These themes align with one another well, and we

would like to work alongside each of you to realize our goals.



Currently, the UN seeks to achieve the SDGs by 2030. The World Expo gives us an
opportunity to build upon those goals and consider what we want to achieve after 2030. I
would like to propose a set of goals that I call SDGs and Beyond. One example of these
goals might concern the ethical issues facing a digital society, such as personal attacks on
social media, which are not included in the current SDGs. Another goal is particularly
important to the people of Kansai. We love our humor, so we’d also like to address the

issue of laughter!

On a more serious note, our association is greatly looking forward to today’s discussions
and the announcement of the Joint Statement. There is much that we can learn from
today’s proceedings, and I also hope that all of you will keep the 2025 Expo in mind
throughout your future collaborations. As we look toward 2030 and beyond, I hope you

join us in our endeavors.

I would like to conclude by expressing my gratitude to the efforts of President NISHIO
and everyone who was involved in holding this summit.
Thank you all very much, and I pray for a speedy global recovery from the COVID-19

pandemic.




Research Chairs Session

In this session, the chairs of the thematic areas reviewed the existing joint projects
between Osaka University and our partner universities and envisioned the critical

role of international collaboration when addressing societal challenges.

Research Chairs
Prof. ISO Hiroyasu, Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka University
B TEEE CRFRRY: 2id%)
Prof. SHIMOJO Shinji, Cybermedia Center, Osaka University
T HA CRBORY: #if%)
Prof. DOME Takuo, Social Solution Initiative/Graduate School of Economics, Osaka University
wH A CRBCORT: #id%)
Prof. Eric Brunner, Faculty of Population Health Sciences, University College London (U.K.)
Eric Brunner (2=/3X—37 1« LY -0 R AF IR Hid%)
Prof. Yanjun Dai, Department of Power and Energy Engineering, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
(China)
Yanjun Dai (-2 8 K7/ [E #d%)
Prof. Andrej Zwitter, Campus Fryslan, University of Groningen (The Netherlands)
Andrej Zwitter (7' 0—= 7 U RIPIFAT A i)

As we head toward 2025, we hope to deepen our collaboration and put on an inspiring
presentation at the World Expo in order to extend our collaboration to a wide variety of
stakeholders. We have been collaborating in research and education in all fields: life
sciences, natural sciences, engineering, humanities, and social sciences. Such
multidisciplinary collaboration and co-creation lead to innovation. This drives symbiosis
between humankind, all the creatures on the planet, nature and, ultimately, life.

This is an illustration of the concept of collaboration centered on the value of life. Placing
life as the core value of our collaboration, we promote joint projects and initiatives based
on our three thematic areas: Health, Well-being, and Sustainability. This is achieved by
protecting, nurturing, and connecting life through science and technology along with the
wisdom of humanities and social sciences. These areas are connected to the theme of
World Expo 2025: “Designing Future Society for Our Lives.” An image below maps our

ongoing joint projects among partner institutions on to those three thematic areas.
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(Thematic illustration of the concept of collaboration centered on the value of life)



<Health>

Prof. ISO Hiroyasu

I'm summarizing “HEALTH to be realized through protecting life.” We are conducting
totally 23 projects including 16 primarily for health, two for health and well-being, and
five for health, well-being and sustainability, covering all of the 17 SDGs.

Let’s look into each project. Please see the left-hand of the slide, “Protecting nature,
technology and human life.” Please look at the center of the slide. Science technology,
ethics, humanities and social science are placed in the very center and they are the
common axis for the wheel. These are connecting each other in the clockwise or
anticlockwise direction covering each other project. Back into the left-hand slide
“Protecting natural environment,” clean energy, fish farming, and dengue virus,
mitophagy, and aging are included. For “Technology,” nano-diagnosis, targeted alpha
therapy, biomaterials, residual stress measurement, new elastocaloric materials for
refrigeration, design and assessment in advanced manufacturing, ship maneuvering
motion. For “healthy human life,” human brain neurodevelopment and prevention,
treatment and care for dementia. And going to the bottom, “Protecting population across
generations,” we have prevention and care for dementia and social determinants of health.
And the right-hand slide, “Protecting individuals through ‘sympathy’” are digital health

for older people in rural area, again, social care for dementia, social determinants of health.

Let me show you to introduce one of the examples of active collaboration between Osaka
University (OU) and University College London (UCL). A topic is dementia research. We
have three domains, the left-hand side is epidemiology and population health. Conducting
large-scale cohort studies is to investigate trend or prediction of dementia between UK
and Japan. The middle one is clinical science and robotics using new technology, Android
robot and sleep monitoring devices to improve the quality of life for dementia patients.
The right-hand slide, care and social structure, research on quality of care to develop age-
friendly social environment and transportation system. As you can see each project we
have many faculty and researchers involved from UCL and OU members. Although
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak occurred, we continue online meetings to discuss our
seminars, lectures, research, and grant applications. Thus we hope this sort of active

exchange of these faculty members and researchers will develop our project further.
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In more detailed epidemiological section, Professor Brunner will present it later.

Thank you very much.

<Well-Being>

Prof. SHIMOJO Shinji

I'm going to talk about the Well-being area. Please show the slide, there is a left-bottom
pink-circle. We think that well-being for humanity realizes through nurturing life. “Life”

means a very diverse meaning in this context and in this Summit we agreed on.

So, we categorize those diversities into three areas or three scales. That is well-being
realized through nurturing individual, life, and community. Along those categories, we
will show some ongoing research examples conducted among our partners. Starting from
the smallest scale located on the top left in nurturing people with “sympathy.” In OU and
UCL, researchers developing the multimodal real time detection and support of learner
behavior using Al to help skill development of people. That would be conducted in the
classroom actually. And also research on investigating impact of object COVID-19
especially for children with complex medical care, medical care needs are ongoing right
now, response to the COVID-19 situations. Then we extend our scale to the research for
nurturing everyday life with people, in the bottom, happening on the living field in like a
hospital, campus, or city. Many researches related to smart city are conducted with OU

and Shanghai Jiaotong University, which is covered by Professor Dai later.

Finally, we reached more global scale, that is nurturing people and community. So the
issue becomes more diverse and complex in this scale. UCL and OU researchers are
creating a model for sustainable urban society based on the field study of informal
settlement in Africa. For the improvement of environment, “smart community and smart
campus” is very important, and the researchers are now under discussion between Osaka

University and UC Davis.
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In the final slide, I’d rather show, take the information centric view. Because data plays a
very central role in those researches for starting for nurturing people, we can conduct
those research projects based on the personal health, medical and body records. In the
smart city, we need to collect city-related data or people's mobility data, which we can
call a personal life record. In the smart community area, more diverse societal data is
necessary, which we may call societal activity records. Therefore, by conducting those
research projects, data infrastructure is very important, and where we could collect and
share and analyze data. For example, Osaka University has built data infrastructure on
personal life records on the Initiative for Life Design Innovation so we can collaborate. I
believe that if we could have a common data infrastructure for research, we could
encourage collaboration among those diverse area of research.

Thank you for listening.

<Sustainability>

Prof. DOME Takuo

Sustainability which covers whole areas mentioned earlier can be explained by three
aspects of connecting life.

First of all, “Connecting nature, technology and human life.” We all human beings are
now facing pressing issues such as climate change, which will devastate the nature and
consequently the earth and our lives unless we take immediate actions against this crisis.
At the same time, the advancement of technology will help connect our lives. Two
research projects, plant bioengineering for global health and biomedical engineering for
medical materials are outstanding examples in this respect. The project with UC Davis is
aiming to prove the effectiveness of plant-based pharmaceutical agent for basic research
in regenerative medicine, which is expected to lead to improve your level of well-being.
Moreover, the project “Telegrasp: Human teleoperation with semi-autonomous system”
leverages one of the most advanced technology, namely robotics to help people grasp or
lift objects sometimes human. Such technology is expected to contribute to disaster

scenarios and planetary exploitation.
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The second aspect is “Connecting individuals through ’sympathy’.” We are all living in a
community, whichever country, village or urban we are in. Small villages are now facing
decrease of populations while urban areas tackle inclusions among diverse population
with different background, socially, culturally, and economically. The project “Urban
resilience and effectiveness” is the University of British Columbia led global network of
diversities on complex issues as the nexus of natural built and human environments. We
are among them jointly delivering practice-based educational programs. Another project,
“Intellectual understanding of pain and suffering with images and movement for medical
education,” just held the workshop this March and April. Their discussion included how
alternative forms of knowledge improve sensitivity to the experience of another and

create safe spaces within which to reconstruct the new conception of health and illness.

Finally, “Connecting one generation to other generations.” The technology we looked
earlier supports solutions against aging, improvement of well-being and protecting
environment. Moreover, through education we can deliver what was accumulated over a
few, sometimes 100 years to those who receive the knowledge. This is a series of actions
to connect one generation to other generations over the years, which never ends. In recent
years through the advancement of technology, reflecting the effectiveness and widening
of participation in education can also be achieved, even within different education system
beyond the national borders. This is represented by two projects, namely “Telelife
technology seminars via virtual reality,” and “Japanese language and culture.” For the
latter, we have been collaborating with Mahidol University who kindly host our joints
campus by holding a series of symposia for intellectual exchange and by developing
Japanese language e-learning materials for Thai STEM students. I believe that synthesis
of these approach in connecting life will lead us to realize sustainability of human beings

on the planet. That is my presentation.
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<Health>

Prof. Eric Brunner (University College London)

It's my honor and pleasure to participate in this great celebration, the 90™ anniversary of
the founding of Osaka University.

I'm going to talk about an example of the importance of collaborative work between
Osaka University (OU) and University College London (UCL). As Professor Iso who I
worked with very closely for the last 10 years has already introduced the fact that we are
trying, we have the aim to contribute to the prevention treatments and care of dementia,

a very important global issue as the human population of the planet ages.

For the last 10 years, we've been running this great three-day seminar. Every August, we
bring together more than 100 academics, researchers and public health workers to discuss
the issues of health in Japan. This has been a great success in terms of developing the

field of social epidemiology, research and practice. And it has led to the work on dementia.

More than 30 Japanese authors, many of whom present at the annual seminar, contributed
to this wonderful book published by Oxford University Press last year in October. This
work has highlighted the great strength of Japanese society and culture.

To put this collaboration in context, and to give an example of how important it is to look
internationally, and within that to learn by comparing data in different countries, we can
look at one of the key headlines statistics of COVID-19.

So here we can see on the y axis, the COVID-19 deaths per million up to March of this
year. What's very clear is that the West has a lot to learn from East Asia. We can see on
this log scale that until very recently the cumulative total of deaths in Japan was about 80
per million. Whereas in leading Western countries, the public health practices led to
situations where almost 2,000 deaths per million have been observed. This really does
contrast very strongly.

And we can see that these comparisons are also valuable in respect of mortality from all
causes. Here we can see two important facts that after the financial crisis of 2008, that
all-cause mortality stopped going down in the USA and UK. In Japan, despite the long
period of low growth after 1992, all-cause mortality which was already the lowest,

continued to go on down.
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The Nikkei Index on the top left shows us that there was a period of exponential growth
in Japan up to about 1992. And then, there was a period of much lower growth.

During that time, looking at the bottom left-hand slide, we can see that over that low
growth period in Japan using representative survey data. Positive well-being declined
slightly, but poor health remained really at a very low level. And in the large graph we
can see that inequality according to household income after tax in Japan during that low

growth period, stayed well below 10%.

Finally, coming to dementia, I want to demonstrate the importance of good science on the
right-hand slide. It looks as if body-mass index as a risk factor is a preventive factor for
dementia. Whereas if we look 20 years earlier in midlife, we can see that it's overweight,

which is the risk factor rather than low weight. Thank you very much. That's my last slide.

<Well-Being >
Prof. Yanjun Dai (Shanghai Jiao Tong University)
It's my great honor to be in
these sessions and share our
experience in research
collaborated  with  Osaka
University. In the past two
decades, Shanghai Jiao Tong
University (SJTU) has
collaborated  with ~ Osaka
University (OU) successfully

in many areas. We have

seminars, academic seminars every year. During the past several years, we continue the
collaboration especially in that area of smart cities, aiming for the cause of carbon neutral
and the zero waste for megacities like Shanghai and Osaka. Our research collaboration
area for these four aspects: clean energy, information technology, environment, and

biomaterials areas.

The first area is clean energy, other words, is sustainable energy technologies. First topic
is building integrated solar energy. We are aiming to choose the use of solar energy to
solve and supply heating and cooling as well as electricity for the buildings in megacities.

And this will be helpful for the packet of net-zero energy building and also will help
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reduce the emission of CO2. This is the most important area for sustainable energy
structure in urban environment. Other aspect is the research on waste-to-energy. And we
hope to pave the way for zero waste strategy in megacities, especially to use the solid
waste, solid waste to energy electric, gas, bio gas. And in future converting it into clean
gas to minimize the emission of CO2 as a whole. Meanwhile, also aiming to have that
impacts of environments as well to integrate with information technology to help the

aspect of well-being of megacities.

The other important collaboration area is biomaterials, especially for the disabled people,
we fabricate the handmade arms, handmade legs and other manmade tissues. In this case,
people, especially disabled people have recovered from the problems and help themselves
in themselves. A lot of collaborations have been, achievements have been realized during
the past few years. And this also will be part of the future exhibition packs for World
Expo. And in the 2010 World Expo in Shanghai, we have successfully demonstrated
“Better City, Better Life,” also aiming for the 2025 World Expo, and hope to continue the
successful collaboration of OU and SJTU in the field of energy environment, and also the

well-being issues including health and the environment.

Looking forward to the future collaboration, we will continue the research and the
collaboration in clean energy and we will also solve the problems including outdoor
environment and as well as air and soil waste solutions. And we'll also hope successful
collaboration with Professors Shimojo and Yamaguchi in the field of smart cities and we'll

have more fruitful results. So that's all my presentation. Thank you.
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<Sustainability>
Prof. Andrej Zwitter (University of Groningen)
It is a great honor and pleasure to be here today to speak on behalf of the University of

Groningen and lay out what might be a potential vision for future collaboration.

The SDGs are a complex set of problems. They represent 17 domains, where enhancing
the value of life has been a challenge for the current generation and where we need to
work together.

For example, climate change covers topics such as economic incentives, societal change,
climate science, and so forth. Aging and well-being, another topic that we're working on
together, deals with questions such as healthcare and medical science, but just as much
with urban planning, public policy, and digitalization. Also, urban resilience asks for a

multidisciplinary approach about disaster risk reduction and prediction and planning.

The SDGs as a set of complex problems, hence require complex solutions. Complex
phenomena require interdisciplinary approaches, and the essence is already laid out by
my co-chairs. There are problems that only partnerships like ours can tackle, for example,
as Vice Secretary General of the 2025 Exposition, Mr. Mori already highlighted, personal
attacks on the Internet require novel solutions that are not covered by the SDGs. So, for
example, Professor Dome is working on remote sympathetic systems of how we create
empathy in cyber space. And this is a domain where we also would like to contribute to.

Furthermore, complex learning environments, as we have experienced with COVID-19,
require new ways of how we can communicate digital solutions online and offline on
campuses. Also, urban resilience requires a growing understanding of the complexity of

megacities and densely populated regions creates new challenges for us.

In essence, complex solutions require a network of complex collaboration and I have used
the slide of Osaka University to highlight where I see potential in collaboration. The
University of Groningen has recently introduced its new strategic plan that hold four new
schools.

The School of Digital Society connects very well with the project artificial intelligence
for collaborative problem solving of Osaka University and UCL. Our existing school,
Aletta Jacobs School of Public Health, connects also very well with projects such as plant
bioengineering for global health. Our newly designed School for Governance and

Sustainable Society ties very nicely to projects such as the collaboration for urban
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resilience and effectiveness. And finally, last but not least, our School of Climate Change
and Energy Transition ties to projects with sustainable urban design, decentralized data

platforms and smart cities, but also projects on clean energy and climate change.

In conclusion, the SDGs represent a set of complex problems. Complex problems require
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary solutions that tie in our global knowledge partners
and that also tie to society. And complex solutions in order to be implemented, require a
complex solutions network. I believe that the efforts of Osaka University and its 90th
anniversary endeavors present a wonderful opportunity to create such a complex solutions
network, where we as partner institutions can tie in to work together on solutions that

make the world a better place. Thank you very much for your attention.

Prof. DOME Takuo

Thank you very much, Professor Brunner, Professor Dai, and Professor Zwitter as well
as Professors Iso and Shimojo, thank you very much for wonderful and important
presentation. I make a summary comment.

I believe that the complex solutions network or CSN proposed by Professor Zwitter now
is an excellent and final answer to the question of why international collaboration is
necessary to solve societal issues. Not only is it CSN effective in solving societal issues,
but it is also useful in transforming the content of research and education at CSN member
universities and in changing the attitudes and the behaviors of researchers, educators, staff,
and students. In order to achieve the world that the SDGs aim for in 2030, namely a world
where no one is left behind, we should continue to work together for a better world.
Therefore, the formation and expansion of CSN complex solutions network should be the
most important objective of global university collaboration. These are the conclusion of

this session and prospects for our further collaboration.
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Video Messages from Partner University Leaders

Congratulatory Message

Dr. Gary S. May

Chancellor, University of California, Davis (U.S.A)

Hello! On behalf of the University of California, Davis, I’'m honored to congratulate
President Shojiro Nishio and the entire Osaka University community on your institution’s
90th anniversary and the 100th anniversary of the Osaka University of Foreign
Studies. We applaud your 100 years of achievement!

UC Davis’ history of collaboration with your esteemed academic and research institution
goes back more than 30 years. We’re thrilled to be part of your Global Knowledge
Partnership. And we look forward to many mutually beneficial opportunities and
breakthroughs in global learning, research, and engagement — now and into the future.
Congratulations again to the Osaka University community! And best wishes from all of
us at UC Davis.

Prof. Jouke de Vries

President, University of Groningen (The Netherlands)

On behalf of the academic community of the University of Groningen, it is my great
pleasure to convey our warmest congratulations to Osaka University on the joyous
occasion of their 90 anniversary and the centenary of the Osaka University of Foreign
Studies.

We would like to wish President NISHIO Shojiro and all students and staff of Osaka
University continued success in achieving excellence in research and education and
bringing an invaluable contribution to the society as expressed by the motto: Live Locally,
Grow Globally.

I would like to use this opportunity to thank Osaka University for our valued partnership
over the last 20 years and I look forward to seeing our collaboration develop and flourish

in the future.
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Prof. Zhongqin Lin

President, Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China)

I am Lin Zhonggqin, President of Shanghai Jiao Tong University.

Osaka University and Shanghai Jiao Tong University enjoy a deep and long-lasting
friendship. Through nearly 30 years of close cooperation, we have accomplished fruitful
achievements. In the days to come, our two universities will continue to deepen all the
collaborations in various fields, and jointly cope with global challenges hand-in-hand.
On behalf of Shanghai Jiao Tong University, I would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations on the 90th Anniversary of Osaka University and the 100th anniversary
of Osaka University of Foreign Studies.

Best wishes to all the students and scholars of the two great universities!

Prof. Santa. J. Ono, President and Vice-Chancellor

The University of British Columbia (Canada)

President Nishio, faculty, students and staff of Osaka University, congratulations on your
90" anniversary. Since 1921--and even before that as Tekijuku, you’ve been providing
first-class research and education for Osaka and for Japan in the spirit of “Live Locally,
Grow Globally.”

The University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada, is proud to be associated with
Osaka University and we look forward to continuing our friendship over the next 90 years.
Souritsu Kinenbi Omedetou Gozaimasu. All the best from UBC to Osaka University!

Prof. Banchong Mahaisavariya

President, Mahidol University (Thailand)

Prof. NISHIO Shojiro

Colleagues and friends at Osaka University

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on the occasion of the 90th
anniversary of Osaka University and the 100th anniversary of the Osaka University of
Foreign Studies.

I wish you every success and I look forward to continued and productive collaboration
between us.

From all of us at Mahidol University. Congratulations.
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Dr. Michael Spence AC

President and Provost, University College London (U.K.)

President Nishio, distinguished colleagues, students and guests, on behalf of UCL, I'm
honoured to have this opportunity to wish you a very happy anniversary.

UCL is proud of its partnership with Osaka University, which is built on a strong base of
research and education collaboration, as well as shared goals. I believe that universities
are uniquely well-placed to address the major challenges facing society. Now more than

ever, it is vital that we continue to work together, to achieve a better future for us all.
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Video Messages from Partner University Leaders
Universities and Global Engagement in a Post-Pandemic World

Given the devastating impact of COVID-19 pandemic on society as a whole, how
should/could HEIs promote global engagement and collaboration with partner

institutions around the world? Please respond to the following three areas:

Q1. Education and Talent Development

Due to COVID-19, HElIs are forced to put all international mobility on hold. Under such
restrictions: How have you evolved programs of international education for students in
collaboration with partner institutions, and what are your future plans? How do you
ensure inclusiveness in HE in a post COVID-19 world?

Dr. Gary S. May, Chancellor, University of California, Davis

At UC Davis, we see diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts and global engagement efforts
as going hand in hand. At the heart of this is a goal that we call Global Education for All.
We aim to provide 100% of undergraduate, graduate and professional students with
inclusive global learning experiences to prepare them for the real world. Before the
pandemic, we already offered global learning experiences that did not require travel.
These include a global living and learning community on campus, intercultural projects
in local communities and remote internships. We’ve only accelerated this since the
pandemic began. Students are learning about the global pandemic in real-time. For
example, our College of Biological Sciences launched a virtual COVID-19 capstone lab
so students can study the virology, evolution and ecology, and the molecular genetics of
a global virus. With support from the Universitas 21 network, we’re partnering with
Tecnoldgico de Monterrey in Mexico and Shanghai Jiao Tong University in China to
create a framework for teaching the UN Sustainable Development Goals through a global
classroom model. The UN SDGs are a cornerstone of our partnership with Osaka
University as well.

Our students are also completing remote internships with partners around the world, such
as Team4Tech, a non-profit in East Africa. Student demand is high. We know students
desire global skills, knowledge and networks for success in their careers and lives. They
also have a strong interest in making a difference in the world. Societal demand is also
high. Our challenges require globally minded professionals, who understand issues in

cross-cultural contexts and are ready to collaborate to find solutions.
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Q1. Education and Talent Development

Prof. Jouke de Vries, President, University of Groningen

For everyone, also in Groningen almost overnight, the pandemic has changed how we go
about our business as a university. During the first response to the crisis we learnt, once
again how much knowledge we have at the university. From the start of the crisis we were
in close contact with our virologists and public healthcare specialists. This showed, once
more, the importance of being a broad university with all disciplines in house. These early
discussions have allowed us to stay proactive throughout the crisis and prepare, as much
as possible for the massive and sudden changes that the pandemic has obliged us to
undertake.

An interesting experience from the more recent period is that it was easier to close down
the entire university by going fully online, then partially restarting it again. The rapid
transition came at a high cost for our staff and students and because of that it’s even more
important that we don’t waste time and efforts already invested by the whole University
community and we should translate these into opportunities for further development.
First and foremost, we want to create a global experience for all our students whether this
is at home in our international classroom, online or via study abroad. By adding new
virtual options to our exchange portfolio will offer our students more opportunities to gain
international experience and connect with their peers across the globe.

More in general, we aim to work together within our European network and with our
strategic partners across the world to build new platforms and innovative future-proof
solutions for our students. The global pandemic has demonstrated in a very dramatic way

that we are living in one global society and we should prepare our students to thrive in it.

Prof. Zhongqin Lin, President, Shanghai Jiao Tong University

The COVID-19 pandemic has greatly changed the traditional way of global collaboration.
The “online age” has come. Since past year, SJTU has carried out a variety of online
projects with international partners. We have effectively promoted many online projects
on the platforms of the International Union of Universities, sharing high-quality courses
and co-working on student-exchange with partners. “Internationalization” has been
deeply rooted into the SJTU culture. “Inclusiveness” is one of the key elements. In the
post pandemic times, we will further develop ways and models Internationalization at
home and globally. Thus, we need to maintain and deepen our ideas of “promoting multi-
culture and inclusiveness,” to share the vision of “a Community of Shared Future for
Mankind,” to respect different cultures, to improve our management and services, and

finally to build a “Community of a Shared Future for Higher Education”.
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Q1. Education and Talent Development

Prof. Santa. J. Ono, President and Vice-Chancellor, The University of British
Columbia

Understandably, the pandemic has severely disrupted global education, affecting both
international and domestic students. The pandemic has actually forced institutions to
work through the challenge together, which has actually strengthened connectivity.

We were also asked how we address inclusiveness in higher education in a post-pandemic
world. Thankfully, with vaccinations ramping up across the globe, it looks like that world
is finally in sight. While access to learning is generally broader than before, institutions
need to pay attention to diversity, equity and inclusiveness, both in the current
environment of virtual learning and when the pandemic has subsided. Online learning is
not always equal. So, we need to consider the voices that are missing. We need to make
intentional and institutional efforts towards embedding diversity, equity and inclusion
systemically into our programs, practices, policies and cultures. This requires efforts
beyond recruiting a diverse student body. Our faculty members and staff must understand
the value of inclusion and be competent in teaching a diverse student population.

Operational systems must also serve these students.

Prof. Banchong Mahaisavariya, President, Mahidol University

In order to continue to provide opportunities for our students and staff to grow through
international exchange and mobility, Mahidol University has created a range of virtual
exchange programs in collaboration with partner universities. These include our summer
programs for students, as well as capacity building workshops for staff development. We
high-quality multidisciplinary and international online courses for all students. We have
adapted our mobility scholarships for students and staff to provide support for those
participating in virtual exchange or activities. We have been able to continue engaging
our partners and strengthening collaboration through web-based seminars, workshops,
conferences and training programs across all of our faculties and campuses. The
normalization of virtual events has allowed us to create new forms of activities which
would not be possible through physical exchange. These have helped to develop
‘internationalization at home’ for a larger number of students. In the future we aim to
blend virtual and physical mobility programs to maximize benefit for all students and

staff. (continued)
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Q1. Education and Talent Development

(from the previous page)

We are continuing to ensure that local and international students have access to top quality
education under the new normal by supporting students and staff in adapting to the
technological innovations which this period has brought to the fore, through development
of smart classrooms, providing free internet SIM cards and financial support to students
in need. Under the policy to address the “digital divide,” the university will make sure
that there is “100% wi-fi coverage” implemented throughout the campus, focusing on
complete IT infrastructure investment. We are helping teaching staff to adapt through
workshops and training on online teaching and learning. In collaboration with one of our
strategic partners, we are running workshops to build capacity for staff in all faculties in
how to implement course design, pedagogy, assessment and evaluation using a variety of

online platforms and multimedia tools.

Dr. Michael Spence AC, President and Provost, University College London

There are no easy solutions to enabling international opportunities for our students during
a pandemic: UCL’s number one priority during this time has been to ensure their safety
and wellbeing. In continuing to provide opportunities for our students to study and gain
work experience internationally, we have learnt a huge amount. We have developed new
models of mobility, including blended and fully virtual options; we have improved and
implemented risk management processes to ensure the wellbeing of our students; and we
have worked with our partners to co-create innovative solutions to challenges in
delivering world-class global opportunities. In practical terms, we are currently
supporting over 200 UCL students with their in-person study abroad placements; a
significant challenge in itself. For those that couldn’t go overseas, we are supporting
placements online with their host institution and we have also co-developed a range of
new, short-term virtual exchange programmes with our global partners.

Looking to the future, evidence suggests that there is increasing demand from students in
the UK for short-term mobility opportunities, especially from those from less advantaged
backgrounds. This is why UCL has been investing in several short-offer schemes and
bursaries for the last 3-5 years. Itisalso why UCL delivers support that is
tailored to every student’s specific ambitions, concerns and individual support

requirements. (continued)
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Q1. Education and Talent Development

(from the previous page)

We are excited by the opportunities that may come with the UK government’s newly
announced Turing outbound mobility scheme, which has committed to fund 35,000
mobility placements globally in the next academic year. We hope to leverage this scheme
to support UCL in broadening access for greater numbers of our students to learn and gain
work experience with our partners around the world next year, especially for those from
less advantaged backgrounds and in short term mobility. Learning from the pandemic will
be key as we move forward in developing global opportunities for our students. Virtual
and blended mobility have proven to be essential COVID-19 contingencies, but longer-
term we see potential in this area to support the widening participation agenda: there will

always be students who need alternative options to going abroad.
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Q2. Research and Innovation for Addressing Grand Challenges

“Collaboration’ has been key to tackling the COVID-19 pandemic and other pressing
issues facing society today. Whether it’s collaboration between basic research, innovation,
and application, across different academic fields, across universities beyond national
borders, collaborative creation and knowledge integration, in local and global contexts,
are indispensable for generating innovative solutions to our grand challenges that benefit
society and protect the health of the planet.

Considering the role of universities in society, how should universities make the link
between local and global research, and integrate knowledge created by fundamental and
applied research, and develop cross-disciplinary collaboration (such as between STEM
fields, the humanities and social sciences)?

Dr. Gary S. May, Chancellor, University of California, Davis

Global and interdisciplinary partnerships are more important than ever as the COVID-19
pandemic reminds us of how interconnected our world is and how critical global
collaborations are in advancing learning, research, and engagement. Our institutions have
the expertise and the motivation to be a force for good. For example, UC Davis has
partnered with the City of Davis to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 on campus and
in our local community. We call this initiative Healthy Davis Together. We’re combining
our university expertise with that of public health, government and community officials.
The program provides free testing and vaccine clinics, contact tracing and housing for
those who need to isolate. Researchers from a variety of disciplines across campus have
come together. Our schools of Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, and various centers have
collaborated to make breakthroughs in vaccines and testing. Communication experts in
our College of Letters and Science are analyzing millions of social media posts to identify
emerging outbreaks, while researchers in human ecology in our College of Agricultural
and Environmental Sciences are studying how COVID-19 is affecting mental health.

(continued)
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02. Research and Innovation for Addressing Grand Challenges

(from the previous page)

In terms of global collaboration, our UC Davis College of Biological Sciences and
College of Engineering have been working with Osaka University. In 2019, our two
institutions signed an agreement with Kirin Holdings, Inc. to develop more academic and
research exchanges, to advance efforts in plant-based therapeutics, and to train a new
generation of scientists and engineers to produce lifesaving therapeutics from plants.
That’s just one example. Over many decades, our institutions have also shared hundreds
of co-authored publications, visiting lectures and workshops in fields ranging from plant
sciences and neuroscience, to economics and chemical engineering. And we have
emerging collaborations in sustainable cities, energy, and transportation research. We
recognize we have shared challenges and shared responsibilities in higher education. We
truly benefit as we come together and share resources to fulfill our missions and find

creative solutions to challenges.

Prof. Jouke de Vries, President, University of Groningen
We are a global comprehensive
research-intensive university
strongly connected to the city of
Groningen, our region, Europe and
the wider world.

This position has been recently
solidified in the concept of the
University of the North a tightly-knit

network of local knowledge

institutions from the northern region

of the Netherlands and Germany including both research-intensive universities as well as
institutions of applied sciences. With those partners we can better address local problems
and develop solutions that can be emulated globally to address similar problems in
different contexts. Simultaneously, we bring knowledge, expertise and solutions
developed together with our international partners to the region.

We also have to realize that global challenges are multifaced and need complex, bespoke
solutions. To address each problem from diverse angles we have to free our thinking and

break down the traditional disciplinary divisions. (continued)
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02. Research and Innovation for Addressing Grand Challenges

(from the previous page)

In Groningen we want to achieve this by stimulating interdisciplinary research and linking
it to our social themes: Healthy Aging, Energy, Digitalization and Sustainable Society.
These themes are woven into all dimensions of our university such as research projects,
educational programs and consortia with local and international stakeholders.

In addition, in our new strategic plan we decided to further develop the concept of
interdisciplinary schools.

The first of these, the Aletta Jacobs School focuses on Public Health and has successfully
fused research expertise from such diverse areas as Medicine, Economics, Psychology,
Philosophy, Law, Sciences, Religious Studies, and Sociology.

We are convinced that the other schools will replicate the success of the Aletta Jacobs
School and accelerate our efforts to address emerging and future societal problems

between disciplines and with our regional, national and international partners.

Prof. Zhongqin Lin, President, Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Internationalization is a key factor of higher education and it plays a very important role
in the development of leading universities, especially when we are faced with
uncertainties and challenges. Universities shall actively conduct cutting-edge research,
both basic and application types, and explore ways to solve major social issues through
various cooperation beyond national borders. Interdisciplinary cooperation has always
been one of our priorities. We have been practicing the new concept of “interdiscipline-
and-innovation,” and also the concept of “globalization-and-integration,” enhancing our

capacity for cutting-edge research to promote synergies among various fields.
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02. Research and Innovation for Addressing Grand Challenges

Prof. Santa. J. Ono, President and Vice-Chancellor, The University of British
Columbia

The second question we’re considering is how universities should make the link between
local and global research and integrate knowledge created by fundamental and applied
research as well as cross-disciplinary collaboration. These could include relations
between STEM fields, the humanities, and social sciences. We are focused on building
collaborative research clusters — interdisciplinary networks of researchers with a common
focus on solving key challenges facing society that transcend the traditional boundaries
associated with departments, institutions, and funding agencies, and work with
community and industry partners to create impact. While the pandemic has serious impact
on research at UBC and internationally, it’s also revealed the remarkable capacity for the

university to address major societal problems from different disciplinary perspectives.

Prof. Banchong Mahaisavariya, President, Mahidol University

In order to promote research outcomes which help to tackle real social, technological and
health problems in the local and global communities, Mahidol University focuses on
inter-disciplinary translational research built on international networks of researchers
placing issues in their local contexts. Research policy brings together our diverse faculties,
colleges and institutes to work under the banners of Health and Wellness; Innovative
Technologies; and Resilient Societies. We target our fundamental and applied research
and create an entrepreneurial ecosystem which can create commercial products and
services from our innovations. We also implement a range of policies to promote
knowledge transfer to the general public, SMEs, local government and civil society
organizations. This work begins with our approach towards education, developing the
skills of the next generation of researchers. We provide open electives allowing students
to take any courses available at any faculty, college or institute at the university, initiating
the cross-pollination of ideas between STEM fields, Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences

and Business. We also have co-working and maker spaces for students and staff.

47



Q2. TN F LN I Pl A N =g

TVT gy a-an B 7 KE 2K Prof. Santa. J. Ono

2 SOOERNE. RKENE D LI L7 10— L ORFEIE B2 55 O . ELRERFSE &8 FH AT
e, BIOFRER 22T L — v a AZlo TERMENCMEBA TR A T 50 )2 eTlLIZ, &
NBIZIE, STEM EASHERZO BRI OBMRL & ENDTLLEY, AT HITIEFRBIFED 7T A
H—DREFIE L TOET, 2L, A0S B § 5 H EFRE O MR ILE O 8 a2 T A
FEH DFBRN IRy NT — 7T KR BB 8 DIk Oz B 2, HUlsirh =0 pE 3
RON—F =L LA RN AT IENTEET, N TIvIE, TV T gy a3
2UET RFCHZE L CEBEMICH ISR A R 8% RE T — 5T Bl b F MBS bt
EORERBBICIAAT L) | RFPEOENTZHE T ALV ELT,

~vbBERVK%E %R Prof. Banchong Mahaisavariya
MBI O a— v Daia =7 1\C
BUF2ttEm, 77 /mv— f@EICE
ERALAAL 5= AN N RVASYT R 3 S P
(RAET D720 ~ERVRFIL, FEHY 1 S
RRT AL —vat LU —F(EEL | -

BFZ) - A X | e o [E 7 "

Mahidol University has created a range of

Fohy—iclSx thehotiy [

DFFIIGE TRREZR EL TVET,
BEERE Y = VR A HOF T 7 /ay —,
LY MRS WO RIS ) B A BRI A P T B R U KRR D SRR R, LoV e
FEODTTIRBEIL T ET, Ao BIT RIS L IS A R G L, A /R —rald-> T
ERR G EY —E 2B AL N TOSEEZ D SN e av A7 LA ELET, $z,
— R R, UNMEZE, 5 BRI, RS~ DO RRB R E T 272D DI ES FREL
REaFHLET, ZORVMIAL, WHRDOWIEE DAV EEK T LHHE ST T 7 e—F
MOIGEDET, STEM Z8F, =i ASCRE, 2B 7 BRI TOT AT T O HAL
AT X5, VERVKETIRFENFENOFE, AL vy BRI 555058 B b i
TEDIDICH HRIRE B 242 L Q3 Fi2, FAELEIR B O D O - Al OHLEEE
LTWET,

48



02. Research and Innovation for Addressing Grand Challenges

Dr. Michael Spence AC, President and Provost, University College London
Addressing societal challenges was at the heart of UCL’s founding mission in 1826 and
as our Grand Challenges initiative shows, UCL has become highly effective at drawing
together different disciplines to tackle the biggest challenges facing society. The UN
Sustainable Development Goals, or SDGs, frame these shared complex challenges
on the global level and, as London's leading multidisciplinary university, UCL academics
and students are well-placed to respond in a meaningful way.

2021 feels like a pivotal moment for the world in our efforts to create a more sustainable
and equitable future for everyone. Both the pandemic and the climate crisis have been
shown to disproportionately affect the poorest and most marginalised communities, such
as migrants and refugee populations.

Universities have a duty to respond by acknowledging the complex challenges we all face
and by encouraging debate, innovation and deeper engagement with local communities,
ultimately to co-create vital solutions through collaboration. Last year I was pleased to
speak at UCL’s Beyond Boundaries virtual conference, which examined why and how
universities should address the SDGs. In my opinion, it’s only through cultural and
systemic change in how we approach the SDGs that we can ever hope to achieve them.
For universities, to support that systemic and cultural shift in society, we must engage our
undergraduates and early career researchers in particular as active citizens and future
“change makers.” They should be offered the opportunity to co-design innovative
solutions and engage with the SDGs critically, through research and teaching across all
areas. Universities are uniquely well placed to help educate this next generation of
researchers, entrepreneurs and policy makers who will go on to achieve the Goals and we

should actively seek to support them in these areas.
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Q3. Collaboration within and beyond Sectors for Impact

In times of the emergency, inter-sectoral and cross-border partnerships among
universities, governments, agencies and industry, in local and global contexts, are crucial
to the recovery from natural and human-made disasters.

What is the role of universities in inter-sectoral collaboration and what impact do we aim
to generate through those collaborations?

Dr. Gary S. May, Chancellor, University of California, Davis

Our teaching, learning and research require partnerships of all types — partnerships that
bring together people from across disciplines and industries. The UC Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine’s One Health Institute is a model for collaborating across disciplines,
industries and borders. They have been leading the way in preventing the spread of viruses
through a One Health approach, which considers human health, animal health and
planetary health — and how all of these are connected. Our work in One Health is
strengthening global capacity for detection of viruses, including COVID-19. The One
Health Institute is now partnering on the Global Virome Project with the University of
Guelph in Canada and the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History to deliver
a “pandemic interception system.” In addition, our School of Veterinary Medicine
received a grant from the National Institutes of Health for an EpiCenter for Disease
Dynamics. This center will focus on the perimeters of the Amazon and Congo Basin
forests to improve global preparedness for viruses. Team members consist of
epidemiologists, virologists, entomologists and wildlife veterinarians. Whether
experiencing a crisis or not, higher education must continue advancing creative solutions.

These will ensure our communities are stronger and our planet is safer.

Prof. Jouke de Vries, President, University of Groningen

Our university, like yours, is part of society.

We create and share knowledge through our education and research we work with and for
external partners and we launch new activities and initiatives.

This is how we contribute to society, and it is a contribution that society expects of us.
The University of Groningen regards societal impact as one of its primary responsibilities.
To this end, we utilize the entire knowledge chain, from knowledge co-creation and
knowledge sharing, to knowledge use and economic value creation in conjunction with

various teaching activities. (continued)
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Q3. Collaboration within and beyond Sectors for Impact

(from the previous page)

Collaboration across disciplines and with and for external partners plays a key role in this.
Processes for teaching, research and societal impact are therefore closely intertwined
which enables staff and students to develop the knowledge competences and
entrepreneurial spirit that is required to meet society’s needs.

In order to realize our responsibility towards society we are intensifying our contribution
to the resolution of societal issues through our education and research. To this end, we are
going to disseminate our knowledge more actively we will provide staff and students with
better support when converting this knowledge into products, processes, services and new
business activities, and in cooperation with social partners we will identify relevant
questions. In this respect, the sustainable creation of value and generating knowledge for
and transferring it to society using the Sustainable Development Goals as guidance are
top priorities.

All our initiatives will only remain relevant if we connect them to a wider global context
and the ongoing debate on the key challenges our societies are facing in the coming years.
To make it a success, we will need to work closely with our trusted international partners
to hear their perspectives, to learn from them to exchange knowledge, and jointly create

solutions for the future.

Prof. Zhongqin Lin, President, Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Universities are key linkages in the global innovation system, and play an important role
in serving the needs of social development.

In the 2010 World Expo, Shanghai put forward the concept of “Better City, Better Life.”
Now, Shanghai's vision is to become a “global innovation center of science and
technology” and a “preeminent global city.”

Creating knowledge and bringing together talents, Shanghai Jiao Tong University has
always been one of the most important links in the innovation system in the process of
meeting the needs of social development. We believe the university thrive because of the
city, and the city prospers because of the university. Universities like SJITU have played
an irreplaceable role in Shanghai’s development.

In the future, we will continue to create new knowledge, enhance scientific and
technological capacities, cultivate young talents through broader and deeper cooperation.
By means of efficient industry-university-research collaboration, we strive to jointly solve

major social issues and common industrial problems with our partners.
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Q3. Collaboration within and beyond Sectors for Impact

Prof. Santa. J. Ono, President and Vice-Chancellor, The University of British
Columbia

The final question I’ve been asked to address is “What is the role of universities in inter-
sectoral collaboration and what impact do we aim to generate through those
collaborations?” As the world becomes more interconnected than ever before, the
challenges we face are often multi-faceted and require cross-sectoral and cross-boundary
efforts. No one institution can address these challenges alone, and no voice can be left
behind. Universities can contribute to solutions by convening different stakeholders and
building a network of partnerships with academia, community organizations,
corporations, cities, countries and supra-country organizations. The pandemic has given
us a rare opportunity to reset and to plan for a better post-pandemic future, for the world
in general, and for universities in particular. We will be faced with other grand challenges,
and great universities such as Osaka University and UBC will be up to the challenge. We
hope that our efforts together can foster strong global citizenship in our students, can
facilitate cutting-edge research, can improve our understanding of global issues and can
help us meet our mission of contributing towards building a more just, sustainable and

better world.

Prof. Banchong Mahaisavariya, President, Mahidol University

Universities play a key role in bringing together a wide range of stakeholders such as
government agencies, private companies, non-governmental organizations, individuals,
and civil society to create social change and innovation. At Mahidol University many of
these collaborative relationships begin bilaterally, creating the links which can become
the foundation of wider multilateral projects. We work with private sector partners
through student internships, professional training workshops, and research funding and
commercialization. We work alongside local communities to initiate projects for
sustainability in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals; and utilize
our research for policy advocacy with national and local government. Our Fund for
International Collaboration Development policy supports international and inter-sectoral
research collaboration by providing seed funding for the establishment of Joint Research
Units with our partners. These centers provide a foundation for long-term collaboration

and pathways into other academic activities.
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Q3. Collaboration within and beyond Sectors for Impact

Dr. Michael Spence AC, President and Provost, University College London

We cannot address global problems and deliver true impact on our own. We can only
achieve this by, firstly, listening to others who may know more than us, and, more broadly,
by providing opportunities for more and deeper partnerships. This includes with other
universities, governments, policymakers, industries and communities, not just around the
world, but also those close to our '
campus. Bringing together diverse
perspectives accelerates the process
of discovery. By uniting experts in a
particular field, regardless of where
in the world they arebased, or
what organisation they work for, the

best minds can work together to

L o - —
&u withiour partners to
e =

1 we have wol
explore solutions to problems that Q

span conventional borders.

Developing and strengthening these relationships allows universities and other
organisations and sectors to effectively respond to crises as they emerge, which the
COVID-19 pandemic acutely demonstrated. As soon as the pandemic struck, UCL
academics were on the frontline of the UK’s response, seeking first and foremost to save
lives, here as well as overseas. For example, UCL healthcare engineers developed, in
record time, a low-cost breathing aid in collaboration with clinicians from UCL’s
hospitals and Mercedes AMG.

The deviceisbeing used inmore than 150 NHS hospitals and helping  to
reduce deaths from  the  virus around the world. The designs ~ and manufacturing
instructions were made freely available online, and I'm delighted to say that they
have since been downloaded by over 1900 teams in 105 countries.

This success doesn’t happen by accident. It happened as a result of UCL’s close links
with the National Health Service and industry partners. Relationships and collaborations
like this allow organisations to navigate processes that might usually be long and

bureaucratic quickly and effectively, even during a global crisis.
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Student Voices:
The Role of Students in Responding to Uncertainty as Future Leaders

AT 2—FT VIMRAA - REDOY—F —LLTOFAEDEE

In this session, students of Osaka University shared what they had been discussing
with their peers of our partner institutions over the past six months on their
experiences during the pandemic and their societal roles at the time of crisis.

ZDEyar Tk, KIRRFEOZENNN—MF—RKEOZALLan B TORBREEHEOL
SHIRENZ DWW THREICEVFEL Ao F L EL,
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Speakers: NAGAI Yui & YAMATOKO Sojiro

Opening

Hi, nice to meet you. I’'m Yui. Thank you for coming today. Today we will talk about our
role as future leaders. Recently, our group have discussed what we can do in responding

to today’s uncertainty, and created a video message. First, please take a look at the video.

(Video)
COVID-19 has revealed that today’s world has a lot of problems which we have to tackle
now. We must not delay solutions to these serious problems. Sixteen students from all the
world came together and discussed what we have to do now in order to contribute to
society.
In this video, we will explain problems we focused on, and what we have to do now, and

finally our way of contribution. So, please listen to student voices.

1. Specific Problems
First of all, we will introduce specific problems which we focused on. We have discussed
various kinds of problems, and shared our perspectives. There are five topics, so let’s

check them one by one.

1. Discrimination
We are not still be able to eliminate discrimination and respect individuals. We often
see a lot of demonstrations against racism, and a lot of Asian people suffered from
biased eyes against them during the period of recent pandemic. Now is the time,

discrimination should be eliminated by us.

2. Mental health
A lot of people suffer from mental health, with one of the most common disorders being
anxiety. For example, according to the WHO, 1 in 13 people globally suffers from

anxiety.

3. Economic disparity
COVID-19 may show clearly the seriousness of economic disparity. For example, poor
children cannot get enough education because of lack of internet equipment, poor
people cannot get immediate medical treatment. We experience that disparity is

connected with people’s lives directly.
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4. Diplomatic conflict
There are a lot of serious diplomatic conflicts. They are so serious that wars or other
serious conflicts may be occurred. Thanks to the development of the Internet, the world
is becoming globalized, but this doesn’t always mean there are global people. A lot of

people lack various kinds of perspectives, and they seem to have one-sided ideas.

5. The feeling of being unconcerned
Almost all of us are aware that there are a lot of social challenges all over the world.
Nevertheless we just feel unconcerned, oftentimes, we do not know what to do about
them. “No one is left behind,” the fundamental call from the UN through its
establishment of 17 SDGs, reminds all of us that we should have a feeling of being a
part of this world, and all of us should take action to solve the problems collectively.
No one can ever feel unconcerned. We should also remind it that a journey of a
thousand miles starts with a single step and with the single step being a very own single

step.

2. Our Belief

Given these problems, we thought of the underlying causes and how to deal with those.
We raised the question, “why can we, human being, still not launch collective measures
to combat serious problems?”’

One conclusion of our discussion was that today’s world lacks unity. A prime example is
COVID-19 and how it created immense and unique challenges for many people. But with
the challenge come the opportunity to act united. In other words, the recent upheaval of
COVID-19 showed us the importance of creating a feeling of unity internationally to

make the world better.

Unity does not mean integration but connection, respecting individuals, or respecting
different perspectives. We have to realize the importance of being united. That’s because
we are only a part of the world. We cannot launch collective measures until all of us
realize the importance of unity. Therefore, what we have to do is to launch a big social

trend toward unity all over the world. This is our belief as leaders for the future world.
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Furthermore, we considered why human beings couldn’t be united even though many of
us understand its importance. We found two things to achieve being united; embracing

diversity, and providing equal opportunities.

1. Diversity
First, to fully understand each other we must embrace different backgrounds, cultures
and perspectives. By embracing diversity, and including different perspectives into our
lives, we’ll be able to collectively increase opportunities to learn, understand and
respect each other. We must ensure open communication and collaboration with all

people regardless of their age, gender, social economic status, race or nationality.

2. Equal opportunity
Secondly, we have to produce equal opportunities in order to be united. Everyone has
the right to play an active role in society, and therefore all of us should have the right
to communicate with people all over the world. We cannot regard ourselves as united
if only a few people have the opportunity to connect. We cannot celebrate diversity

until equal opportunities are shared.

3. Our Activity

However, many of you may have doubts about how we launch the trend of unity, how we
share our beliefs. We are going to use the big chance of EXP02025, which will be held
in Osaka. We will hold a music event at EXP0O2025, and create a special opportunity for
everyone all over the world to communicate with each other. We believe music is the best
way to share our belief as we have discussed, because music has three advantages, so let’s

check them out.

1. Break ‘imaginary’ boundaries
People feel it is difficult to communicate with others who have different backgrounds,
because they feel imaginary boundaries such as language, race, color of skin, and so on.
Music is always a universal language, everyone can play, everyone can enjoy, everyone
can feel connected. Music will break imaginary boundaries, which exists between us.
Music tells us how to work with others. Once I joined the volunteer activity in Mexico,
all of the children in the room couldn’t speak English, so it was difficult to communicate

with them. However, we were able to communicate with them by playing music.
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2.Realized the diversity itself
By playing music with a lot of people, or playing various kinds of music, music tells us

diversity itself.

3.Enjoyment
Enjoyable music will bring people peaceful and healthy minds. This is also one of the
strengths of music. Music is a great and easy tool to use to communicate without

worrying about language barriers.

4. Contribution
Next we will explain our aim. In other words, how we will contribute to a society by

launching the trend toward unity. We think there are four ways to contribute to a society.

1. Global partnership, resilience
By breaking down barriers and communicating with people all across the world, we
can help promote unity as well as develop global partnerships. This is essential in order
to tackle the kind of problems, that we talked about earlier on this presentation. Because
as those challenges are best addressed through this cohesion. As by tackling these
problems through global united front we can help to produce more effective and more
optimum solutions. Our world today is simply rife with inter and intra country conflicts
of interest. And where unfortunately oftentimes many of the parties involved are simply
unwilling to compromise. This is turn hinders effective consensus-building. Therefore,

we hope to rectify this issue by promoting the concept of unity.

2.Eliminate discrimination
There is no discrimination in a truly united world. We have to eliminate discrimination
by us, by our generation. This is our important mission. With our activity of touching
diversity and equality, we believe we can change original discrimination, and make
people keep a tolerant mind. Besides, we have to keep and spread our trend of unity to

next-generation.
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3.Bring us a healthy and peaceful mind
Bring us a healthy and peaceful mind which we believe is an important foundation to
this world. We wish to create a beautiful harmony which represents unity and resilience.

Music will be created by people all over the world which will help heal people’s minds.

4. Produce educational opportunity
We think that touching to diversity is one of the most necessary opportunities for
children. We believe that every child should have rights to touch and realize diversity,
so we want to produce a special opportunity for children through playing music with
people all over the world.

Conclusion
In conclusion, we have discussed various kinds of problems in the recent difficult time,
and concluded that our duty is launching the social trend toward unity of the world. Thank

you for listening.
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Our Goal

Thank you for listening to our video messages. Allow me to confirm our goal, again.
Our goal is unity, which will lead to an ideal world. The united world is a place
where every citizen can respect each other even though they have different backgrounds.
In order to achieve this, people have to have equal opportunities to realize diversity.
First, we must recognize other perspectives, and after that we need to respect their way
of thinking. We would like to emphasize that all individuals have to have a sense of
respect for others. All individuals make up society itself, so each of us must have a

consciousness that we are a part of the world.

Thanks to the Internet, every person can express themselves easily. It is natural for us to
use the Internet ever since we were born. In addition, it is the age of globalization. So, it

is not surprising for us to interact with people who have different backgrounds.

By the way, what do you think about the globalized society? Is it a society where most
of the citizens can speak English? We think that globalized society means there are
citizens who can respect all individuals, even though they have different backgrounds.

If we say that a person enjoying sports while still respecting others has “Sportsmanship,”
we might be able to say that a person respecting others during the age of Globalization
has “Global Humanship.” This attitude is the fundamental aspect of a globalized, and

united society.

We must learn to live alongside globalization and Internet technology in order to make
the world better. Therefore, we will promote this idea by using the power of music. Now,

my colleague Sojiro will talk more about this in detail.
Thank you Yui, I will explain our plan in detail.

We are thinking about holding a music event at EXPO 2025, in cooperation with a start-

up company from Osaka University.
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First, please let me introduce the concept of our music event. The name is “e-Symphony.”
Let me explain this definition. No matter where you are, when it is, and how
different backgrounds we have, e-Symphony is a chance where people can create music
together as one with people all over the world. This is the e-Symphony. e-Symphony is
substantially different from a simple concert. Participants don’t have to be in the same
time and space. By using the technology of the Internet, we can go beyond these
boundaries. There are some people who feel they are not good at playing music, or that
playing music with friends overseas is difficult. However, regardless of how you might

feel about joining this symphony, it’s actually much easier than you think.

ParoTone

Today, we would like to introduce one completely new music instrument created by a
start-up company. The name is “ParoTone.” With this device, everyone can enjoy playing
music quickly regardless of backgrounds and this promotes us to communicate with each
other. In other words, this enables us to join e- Symphony.

In addition, we have already enjoyed e-Symphony, using the Laptop version of ParoTone.
ParoTone made it possible for us to create music together as one, regardless of the recent
situation. By using ParoTone, which enables students who are not good at playing music
to join an ensemble, and by using an existing software, one example of e-Symphony was
realized. Now, please watch this video of our online ensemble!

(https://a-tune.jimdosite.com/)

Online ensemble
This is just one example of e-Symphony. In this case, we were not in the same place, but
we were able to enjoy playing music, and feel connected. So, we consider that this e-

Symphony may lead to unity.
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Summary

Now let me go over the things we talked about today. We believe that we have to create
unity all over the world to tackle social issues. This is our ultimate goal, and our role as
future leaders is changing people’s attitudes and encouraging “Global Humanship” to all
individuals. This is our role.

And in order to achieve this, we will create an opportunity to interact with each other at
EXPO 2025 using the power of music. We will provide an equal opportunity to realize
diversity. Changing the whole world at once may be difficult, but how about starting with
a single step with us?

This concludes our presentation. Thank you for listening.
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Joint Statement 6 KFIEFIEFES

il

The pandemic has forced us to
reconsider how universities can support
students’ education and activities
during crises as well as how we can
combine accumulated knowledge to
tackle challenges. Furthermore, in
facing grand challenges, research

universities are privileged and obliged ' 3

to bring together their best research wherever needed to facilitate solutions and to
share information based on scientific evidence.

President NISHIO joined by the presidents of our partner institutions has signed the
following joint statement to work together towards the achievement of the SDGs and
to share the results of our collective efforts at Osaka Expo 2025.

On the occasion of

the OSAKA UNIVERSITY PARTNER SUMMIT 30 April 2021
between

Mabhidol University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University,

The University of British Columbia, University of California, Davis,

University College London, University of Groningen, Osaka University

Preamble

Recognizing the pivotal role of universities in facing economic, environmental, and
societal challenges, we will share our vision for a resilient society, pursue collaboration
to contribute to local and global communities, and present the outcomes at the 2025 World

Exposition in Osaka, Kansai, Japan.

Declaration 1:
Build a collaborative network to develop a virtual global campus in the post-COVID-19
era focusing on areas of existing academic collaboration where interests are

complementary and aligned
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Action 1: Develop a joint platform for virtual mobility and exchange of student voices
to address shared grand challenges.

Action 2: Implement cross-disciplinary academic programs related to grand challenges
among partner institutions.

Action 3: Evolve joint Ph.D. training activities and research and professional training
opportunities for early-career researchers through collaboration with global

agencies and companies.

Declaration 2:
Lead the advancement of science and innovation through synergistic research and
knowledge dissemination
Action 1: Jointly disseminate information to global society based on scientific evidence
related to COVID-19.
Action 2: Exchange knowledge through joint symposia/workshops among researchers,
government, and industry.
Action 3: Explore the possibility of expanding existing bi-lateral research projects to
multilateral ones, whenever possible and effective, with the aim of

addressing topics such as health, well-being, and/or sustainability.

Declaration 3:
Engage with society and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to
advance global health, well-being, and sustainability
Highlighted Goals:
SDG 3: Good health and well-being; SDG 5: Gender equality; SDG 7: Affordable and
clean energy; SDG 9: Industry, innovation and infrastructure; SDG 10: Reduced
inequalities; SDG 11: Sustainable cities and communities; SDG 17: Partnerships for the
goals
Action 1: Disseminate outstanding research results and best teaching practices to global
society through joint efforts and presentations.
Action 2: Engage with local and global society to achieve the SDGs through
collaboration in research and education among partner institutions and share
the created knowledge at the Osaka Expo 2025.
Action 3: Generate policy recommendations based on continued dialogue among

partner institutions.
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Closing Remarks KIRKFHHREHASERE

Dr. NISHIO Shojiro
President, Osaka University

KRR F#e R THREIRER

I want to offer my sincere appreciation to the presidents for their impressive and
encouraging messages. | completely echo your thoughts on the role of higher education
institutions in our interconnected yet uncertain world. As comprehensive research
universities, we have the unique privilege to create knowledge and innovation, and
cultivate global citizens. With great privilege comes great responsibility. Therefore,
higher education institutions must further the development of global education and seek

solutions to complex challenges represented by the SDGs.

Today’s signing of the Joint Statement is the first step toward our shared goal of creating
a society that is more diverse, more equitable, and more sustainable. If we truly want to
make such a society a reality, we must act now, and we must work together. I am humbled
to have such wonderful partners.

In response to your messages, I would like to express my firm commitment to our goals.

Once again, I am grateful to the Presidents and their teams. To the research chairs, in
particular Professor Brunner, Professor Dai, and Professor Zwitter, thank you for joining
us and sharing your visions.

Thank you once again to Mr. Mori for expressing your hopes for collaboration leading up
to the Expo and for being a witness of our joint statement. Our joint efforts will serve as
a response to “Designing Future Society for Our Lives,” the theme of the 2025 World

Exposition in Osaka, Kansai, Japan.
Finally, thank you to everyone who took the time to participate in today’s summit.

Please take care and stay safe.

Thank you.
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Joint Events with Partner Institutions

In celebration of the anniversary, Osaka University has also held these events
under the theme of the SDGs with wider participation by students.

@A Roundtable by Osaka University and UC Davis
On May 8, 2021, the
University of California,
Davis (UC Davis), our
strategic partner university,
and our faculty and
students participated in the
“Student Perspectives on

May 7, 2021 PDT / May 8, 2021 JST

Sustainability and the

O UCDAVIS
Global Affairs

Sustainable Development
Goals: A Roundtable by Osaka University and UC Davis,” which was held online. This
was the first university-wide student event with UC Davis, with the theme
SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES, which is Goal 11 of the SDGs
(Sustainable Development Goals) set by the United Nations.

¢ Award Ceremony for the Osaka University Student Movie Contest and

International Student SDGs Forum held online

Osaka University held an online commemorative event, the Award Ceremony for the
Osaka University Student Movie Contest and the International Student SDGs Forum, on
June 25, 2021.

The Osaka University Student Movie Contest solicited 3-minute film works on the theme
of “3 Minutes of Inspiration for Sustainable Development” from students from OU and

its overseas partner universities, receiving 69 videos from 10 countries.

Video selected as semifinals
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEuY QjNEkrOHggV FQAr8QDRMFTB07vS8L
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KIRKRFETIE, =M —I Iy FOMICHEFEEEZDO—REL T, SDGs 27 —<IZL7I=ZNHD
ARV ERLUEL, BREZIICHZLORAENRSIMUEL,

@ UC Davis EDT A ATy ay

2021 5 8 HIT, AKFDIRIEH) S — R —RFATHLAV T 4N =7 K¥T —E AL (UC Davis)
LARZZDOHIE B RCFENS U T, IStudent Perspectives on Sustainability and the Sustainable
Development Goals: A Roundtable by Osaka University and UC Davis] 234271 CRMEIILE
L7z, UC Davis &I3HID TORZFLHRFAEARITHY, T —~ 2 EH# )3 EDD SDGCs (Fife il
RERBR BAR) @ [11. FEAETonsEH3<0E e LEL,

& KR RZMZABHE 2T AN REX R OCEBESRAE SDGs 74 —F L[ T4V | 2Bl
2021 456 A 25 H . KEKCKZFAINT 90 JE4E « RBRAMEFE RZ2AINE 100 FFED L&A e LT,
[RBRKFAT FE Bl =7 AR FRE X OFE B4 SDGs 74 —T L a4 T4 CThELFL
77

[Flzo T ARZ. 3 Minutes of Inspiration for Sustainable Development | AL . ARZFDF4E K OVA
FOWEIMERFDOFEZRIGT, SDGs (Frft flRE7e B BIE) 27 —~& 9% 3 Ao B
VERABZAELTERL-HO T, R 10 2:E0 D 69 /B DISENRHYELI-,

FTRTOZEEMIZED (A EH =T Ak YouTube F ¥ RS E W2 £,
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEuY QjNEkrO0HggV_FQAr8 QDRMFTB07v8L
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